
 
 

 

TAC MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday, June 26, 2019 – 3:00 pm 

George Washington Carver National Monument 
5646 Carver Rd, Diamond, MO 64840 

 
Members in Attendance: 

Tom Short, Chair – City of Carthage 
Jim Jackson, Vice Chair – Newton County 

Dwayne & Janice Bearbower – City of Anderson 
Bill Martin – Village of Jane 

Russ Worsley – City of Lamar 
John Bunch – McDonald County 

 
Guests: 

Will Cline – City of Carterville 
Alan Griffin – City of Carterville 

Ron Klein – City of Duenweg 
Bree Pettengill – City of Golden City 

Tom Walters – JATSO 
Michael Landis – Office of Congressman Billy Long 

Frank Miller – MoDOT  
Dave Taylor – MoDOT 
Zeke Hall – MoDOT 

 
Staff: 

Jill Cornett – HSTCC 
Thomas Hughes – HSTCC

 

 

Call to Order and Introductions: 

Tom Short, Chair, called the meeting to order at 3:00 pm. Introductions were made. 

Agenda Approval:  

Jim Jackson moved to approve the agenda; Russ Worsley seconded. All yeas. 

Minutes Approval: 

Russ Worsley moved to approve the minutes from the April 17, 2019, TAC meeting; Janice Bearbower seconded. 
All yeas. 

MoDOT Updates and Information: 

Frank Miller, District Planning Manager at MoDOT, spoke about various funding sources that will potentially be 
available in the future. MoDOT may be offering an additional $50 million cost-share program in the future that 
could be applied to local projects, but the details have not yet been finalized. Another funding opportunity is 
contingent on whether Missouri receives funding from the federal INFRA Grant. Results will be announced in Fall 
2019. If a portion is awarded to Missouri, the state could see up to $300 million in additional transportation 
funding. Frank then discussed a district-wide list of needs that has been created by regional planning commission 
transportation planners. This lists district needs that should be addressed first if Missouri were to receive 
additional funding through the INFRA Grant. 

Dave Taylor discussed the extent of damage created to our region’s roads and bridges as a result of the season’s 
heavy rainfall and subsequent flooding. 

MPO Updates and Information: 

Tom Walters of the Joplin Area Transportation Study Organization (JATSO) discussed work being done in the 
Joplin area. This included beginning work on the Joplin Recreational Trail Plan. Tom also noted that JATSO will 
begin developing its new work plan. 
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HSTCC Staff Report and Updates: 

Thomas Hughes from HSTCC began by discussing the road and bridge needs prioritization process that has been 
underway for the next fiscal year. The top three needs from each county were provided, and members were asked 
to review the list and contact Thomas if any changes are necessary. This process is necessary to ensure that 
MoDOT knows where to allocate funds when creating the next year’s Statewide Transportation Improvement 
Program. These needs must be approved by the TAC at the meeting on September 18, 2019. 

Each regional planning commission in Missouri should have a Regional Transportation Plan (RTP), and it is best to 
update it every five years. HSTCC’s last RTP was in 2009, though HSTCC has been including a transportation 
section in the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy document in the years since. Thomas mentioned 
returning to the standalone RTP in the coming years. 

A table of available funding opportunities and criteria was provided. Contact Thomas for more details on these 
opportunities. 

Thomas discussed work that has been underway to designate various roads throughout the region as U.S. Bike 
Route 51. The presence of an officially designated U.S. Bike Route creates many opportunities for economic 
development and allows small cities to capitalize on tourism. 

Thomas presented a survey created by Dr. Amanda Grimes of UMKC that is meant to evaluate Missouri drivers’ 
knowledge of traffic laws in the case of motorist-cyclist interactions. The survey can be found at go.umkc.edu/ROR 

Thomas finished by discussing future TAC meeting dates. These have been scheduled throughout the next fiscal 
year. These meetings will be held at the George Washington Carver National Monument at 3 pm on the following 
dates: 

September 18, 2019 

December 18, 2019 

March 18, 2020 

June 17, 2020 

Other Member and Guest Updates: 

Michael Landis, from the Office of Congressman Billy Long, provided information on funding from the FAST Act 
and its impending rescission. 

Frank Miller explained that when the FAST Act passed in 2015, it was designed to fund surface transportation 
planning and investment for a period of five years, ending in 2020. A repeal of the scheduled FAST Act Rescission 
would eliminate the 2020 deadline/sunset for funding, allowing the States to continue with planning and 
implementation of surface transportation projects. In Missouri, approximately $200 million of funding would be 
compromised if the rescission is not repealed by Congress. In our region, all four counties would experience 
reductions in spending within their footprints. 

 

Meeting adjourned at approximately 4:05 pm. 

Next meeting set for September 18, 3 pm, at George Washington Carver National Monument 
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